
 

 

The Beaudesert & Henley-in-Arden 

Joint Parish Council 
Working for the Benefit of the Residents of Henley-in-Arden 

BEAUDESERT ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING 
MONDAY, 10TH APRIL 2017 

MINUTES 
 
WELCOME BY THE CHAIR 
Cllr Leech welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised everyone that by law, the 
JPC had to hold two separate annual assemblies per annum.  However, the JPC 
proposed to adopt the following formula and run the meeting for Beaudesert for 15 
minutes and then run the Henley meeting for the same amount of time, giving 
residents of both parishes an opportunity to contribute.  To save speakers having to 
speak twice, it was also proposed that a combined meeting would take place 
afterwards.  There were no objections to these proposals.  
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – BEAUDESERT PARISH 
There were no apologies for Absence.  
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BEAUDESERT PARISH MEETING OF 31st May 2016 
The Minutes had been read and were approved as a true record.  This motion was 
proposed by Mrs Jan Crathorne, seconded by Mrs Sheila Roy, unanimously agreed 
by the residents of Beaudesert and signed by the Chairman.   
 
DISCUSSION OF BUSINESS SPECIFIC TO THE PARISH OF BEAUDESERT 
A resident in Beaudesert requested the JPC to clear and sweep Birdcage Walk and a 
resident also requested the JPC to take a look at the rough area in the Riverlands so 
that families and children can make use of the area.  It was agreed that both of these 
items would be passed on to the maintenance contractor. 
 
A resident asked how many Cllrs were present to represent Beaudesert and Cllr 
Crathorne responded and said there were three, the fourth one having just had a 
baby. 
 

HENLEY IN ARDEN ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING 
MONDAY, 10TH APRIL 2017 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – HENLEY IN ARDEN PARISH 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Liz Jackson, David Jackson (Chair 
of the NDP Steering Group) and Mr Andy Langford.  
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL HENLEY IN ARDEN PARISH MEETING OF 31st May 
2016 
The Minutes had been read and were approved as a true record.  This motion was 
proposed by Cllr Wilmott, seconded by Cllr Garner , unanimously agreed by the 
residents of Henley in Arden and signed by the Chairman.   
 
 
 
DISCUSSION OF BUSINESS SPECIFIC TO THE PARISH OF HENLEY IN ARDEN 



 

 

Sheila Davis said that there were lots of weeds on the High Street and the 
surrounding area and asked if the JPC could see whether they could do anything 
about it.  Sheila went on to say that she had cleared one side of the High Street but it 
was a bit much to do both sides.  Sheila also said that the pavements by the Bridge 
at the other side of the traffic lights were in a poor state. 
 
Cllr Crathorne advised that the gulleys were sprayed regularly; however, the JPC 
would need to look at the management of that part of the Town and consider what 
they could do to enhance the area. 
 
Cllr Crathorne advised that SDC sweep the pavements regularly but that doesn’t 
include the Lords Waste as they have no powers to do anything.  Cllr Broadbent said 
that he felt that it would be helpful if residents were able to look after the frontage of 
their own property, including the Lords Waste, where necessary.  Following a short 
discussion, the Chair asked whether the JPC could mount a leaflet campaign.  Cllr 
Crathorne advised that representatives of the JPC met with both WCC and SDC on a 
quarterly basis. 
 
A Parishioner mentioned that there was a huge parking issue at Cherry Orchard and 
residents and members of the public couldn’t walk on the footpaths because of the 
obstruction of numerous vehicles.  He said that in one instance a car had backed up 
on to his lawn and had caused an obstruction.   He went on to say that there were 
concerns by nearby residents that there may be a major incident and Emergency 
vehicles would not be able to gain access.  This is coupled with the fact that the 
verge and the side of the roads are being eroded and are being damaged.   He said 
that there were several elderly residents in the area.  Cllr Cornford suggested that 
double yellow lines could be installed. 
 
Cllr Cornford went on to say that there was a similar problem with up to 15 parked 
cars alongside the Railway Station.  He said that there was a public meeting held late 
last year and residents had agreed overwhelmingly that the Town did not need 
additional car parking.  Cllr Cornford advised that representatives of the JPC had 
been attending meetings with the owners of the Croft and Medical Centre Car Parks 
together with Forward House Car Park to look into the feasibility of the JPC taking 
over the Car Parks.  He went on to say that the JPC needed evidence and 
photographs. 
 
Cllr Perry advised that the installation of double yellow lines in different areas created 
the need to find additional car parking elsewhere and also had to be enforced on a 
regular basis.  He went on to say that it was a criminal offence for someone to park 
on a lawn, causing an obstruction and this could be reported. 
 
Cllr Leech said that members of the public had also started parking on the zig zag 
lines outside Barclays Bank and this was a matter for the Police.  
 
REPORT BY STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCILLOR STEPHEN THIRLWELL 
District Cllr Thirlwell thanked the Chair for the opportunity to report on SDC’s activity 
over the municipal year May 2017.   

• Cllr Thirlwell confirmed that he had been re-elected as Deputy Leader of SDC 
and was also a member of the Cabinet, served as Chair of the Member 
Development Working Group, Vice Chair of the Employment Appointments 
Committee, member of the Regulatory Committee, Leaders Policy Advisory 
Panel, Strategic Review Group and is a member of the licensing panel, whilst 
continuing with his individual case work. 



 

 

• The early part of the year had been taken up with Adopting the Core Strategy 
in July.  SDC now has a valid planning policy to 2031.  The strategy 
recognises the importance of the Green belt, Special Landscape and 
Conservation Areas.   

• SDC were able to maintain a low increase with their portion of the Council 
Tax at 2% and could have increased it more as the area is mainly rural.  SDC 
have managed to protect front line services.  SDC is one of the top 10 re-
cycling authorities in the Country. 

• SDC has the second busiest planning service in the Country and extra 
funding has been approved in this area. 

• SDC’s revenue reserves are due to fall from a high of £7.4 m in 2017/18 
down to £3.1 m in 2021/22 and will have to take a conscientious look at how 
they operate in years to come.  Throughout last year, SDC has been working 
on a strategic review at its policies. 

• SDC agreed to take part in a peer challenge.  This process involved officers 
of SDC, other Council leaders and senior officers visiting Stratford to see how 
they work.  This included interviewing partner agencies and councils that SDC 
work with.  Although waiting to receive the final report, early indications show 
SDC in good favour. 

• Stratford will be offering extra facilities with an extension to the Hospital, 
although there is no primary Hospital in the district.  Residents are served by 
Warwick Hospital, The Alexandra in Redditch or the Horton in Banbury, all 
with different Health Trusts.  Two of the Trusts have presented to the 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee and SDC has ensured that representations 
have been made to make sure that the districts’ viewpoints are represented.  
A legal challenge for judicial review has also been lodged over the 
consultation process in respect of the Horton as it is not clear how the 
Hospital will be affected. 

• See Full Report attached to these minutes. 
 
REPORT BY WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR MIKE PERRY 
County Cllr Perry thanked the Chair for the opportunity to report on the following:  

• Cllr Perry thanked everyone for their support during the last year and after 12 
years was standing down at the next election. 

• The WCC element of Council Tax had been set at 3.99%.  Central 
government had given local authorities discretion to raise their element of 
Council Tax by 2% so long as this funding was ring-fenced and spent on adult 
social care under the new Care Act 2014.  This is hoped to give people in old 
age dignity and to enable them to receive care in their own homes.   WCC 
have restructured domiciliary care so that it is more affective and is providing 
extra care and sheltered housing. 

• WCC has also earmarked £1m towards Safer Routes to School and a speed 
check along Arden Road had registered the average speed of vehicles at 22 
mph.  Extra zig zags had been installed and a voluntary Steward is on duty.  
A Puffin Crossing is due to be installed at the entrance to the High School this 
year.  Extra signs and yellow lines would be installed near the Medical 
Centre.  £500,000 had also been earmarked for upgrading the street lights to 
LED lights.  

• WCC has reduced its staff costs and made large savings in other areas, 
whilst maintaining its front line services. 

• Cllr Perry thanked all the residents for their support over the twelve years that 
he had been their County Cllr and said that it had been a pleasure to 
represent them.  He went on to say that there had been several highlights to 



 

 

his time as Cllr, such as supporting and streamlining the Henley Community 
Library. 

• Cllr Perry also reported that WCC had initiated the Henley Music Festival 
which had been a huge boost to the economy of the Town.  He thanked past 
and present Committee Members for all their hard work. 

• The new Conservative candidate was John Horner, who represented 
Claverdon at the present time.  Due to the recent boundary changes and the 
alteration of the Wards, the amount of residents in the area had been 
increased from 4,500 to 9,000. 

• Cllr Perry also reported the following :- 
1. The whole of the High Street had been re-surfaced 
2. There had been repairs and maintenance carried out to the traffic lights at the 

Cross Roads. 
3. WCC had re-configured the parking bays and disabled bays in Henley, thus 

creating additional parking spaces. 
4. New flashing 30 mph signs had been installed in Blackford Hill and speed 

limits had been reduced from 50 mph to 40 mph upon approaching Henley. 
5. WCC had supported the Hub and had given it additional funding. 
6. St Mary’s Catholic School had received new IT equipment and computers, 

together with a temporary classroom. 
7. Smaller grants had also been given to various community organisations in 

Henley. 
8. Representatives from Highways met with members of the JPC on a regular 

basis and a speed test was due to be carried out shortly measuring the speed 
of vehicles travelling along the High Street. 

9. Mr Roger Hubbocks took the opportunity of thanking Cllr Perry for all of his 
hard work over the time he had been County Cllr.  This received the support 
of the meeting with applause. 

10. Cllr Broadbent asked if the County Cllr Grant Fund would increase from 
£5,000 if there were more residents in the Ward.  Cllr Perry responded and 
said that he did not believe so. 
 

REPORT BY COUNCILLOR BILL LEECH, CHAIR OF BEAUDESERT & HENLEY 
IN ARDEN JPC 
Cllr Leech reported: 

• The present JPC had completed two years of their four year term. Cllr Linda 
Jackson had resigned recently as she was no longer resident in the Town and 
David Tomlinson had been co-opted to fill the vacancy.  David lived locally 
and was a retired Chartered Surveyor so had many years’ experience in 
planning matters which would be a benefit in responding to planning 
applications. 

• During the last 12 months, the JPC has continued to operate with a reduced 
admin budget of around 40% which was promised in the election manifesto. 

• The JPC held a Town meeting late last year which was attended by over 100 
residents.  The JPC explained that if the Community Library and the Hub 
were to continue to exist; the JPC would have to consider supporting both 
organisations.  At the meeting all residents apart from two indicated that 
raising the precept to support these organisations would be received 
favourably.  Consequently, the JPC unanimously agreed to set a precept of 
£115,000 for 2017/18 which included a payment of £8,000 to the Community 
Library and £25,000 for the Hub. 

• The Parish Clerk, Gill Bailey had been in post since October 2015 and she 
continued to provide the Town with a service dealing in diverse matters, 
including communicating regularly through Henley Focus and HNOL. 



 

 

• Planning Applications remain the most important task of the JPC and the 
number had increased significantly during the last year.  The Planning 
Working Party now meets every Monday morning and makes 
recommendations to all members of the JPC which ensures that all 
responses to SDC are submitted on time. 

• The most significant current development in the Planning area is the old 
Warwickshire College site. The Estate Manager at Warwickshire College has 
now agreed Heads of Terms with Octopus Health Care Ltd to purchase 13 
acres of the 27 acre site.  It was anticipated that the new owners will be 
submitting a planning application to develop the approved outline application 
in the next 3 months.  The retained 14 acres, which includes the Sports Hall 
and playing fields, will continue to be operated by the College and the JPC 
will continue to liaise with them over the sports facilities 

• The Parking and Traffic WP has held discussions with various organisations 
and expects to make their recommendations in the summer.  The JPC will be 
requesting the support of the new County Cllr to address some of the on-
going parking issues, particularly outside One-Stop. 

• The JPC has renewed the contract for maintenance and appointed Jon Vale 
as the successful tenderer.  The tree surgery programme of £20,000 is well 
under way and the work will be continued over the year. 

• The JPC continues to try and address the issue of dog refuse as it is a risk to 
all, especially children and the elderly. 

• The JPC recognises the importance of Henley being seen as a desirable 
tourist destination and it is important that the pubs, restaurants and attractions 
continue to benefit from visits to the Town. 

• The JPC are continuing to gain the necessary approvals for the installation of 
the seasonal decorations in the High Street. 

• The JPC withdrew their support for a Community Governance Review with 
SDC earlier in the year as there was a risk of holding multiple elections in one 
year at a cost of £1,500 each.  It is anticipated that the JPC request SDC to 
commence the Community Governance Review at the same time as the 
election of a new PC in two years’ time.  

• The Chair thanked all of the Cllrs and the Clerk for all their continued support 
and hard work. 

• A Parishioner asked if the JPC planned to go ahead with the seasonal 
decorations and asked where the stage would be installed if there was a 
Christmas tree outside Lloyds Bank.  The Chair responded and said that the 
JPC would take note of the feelings of the whole community prior to making a 
decision.   

• A Parishioner suggested that there should be increased transparency 
regarding the decisions by the JPC in respect of the precept increase and that 
it was not appropriate to publish information on HNOL as this was under the 
control of the Chair of the JPC.  The Chair responded and said that he would 
respond to all suggestions. 

• A Parishioner said that she was disappointed that the name Beaudesert 
would be dropped if the JPC achieved Town status.  The Chair responded 
and said that a poll had been carried out and the majority were in favour of 
Town status and if this was achieved there would be two wards, so the 
interests of Beaudesert would be catered for. 

• A Parishioner asked how many parishioners attended the Town meeting 
regarding the budget.  Cllr Crathorne responded and confirmed that posters 
had been placed in the JPC Notice Boards with the heading ‘Would you be 
prepared to spend more on social organisations in Henley’.  He went on to 



 

 

say that it was Cllrs responsibility to make decisions on behalf of the 
community as they were elected representatives. 

• A Parishioner responded and said that the precept increase represented a 
31% increase which was 6 times the national average.  They questioned 
whether this increase was worth saving the Hub.  Cllr Crathorne advised that 
the Hub supported young people and the elderly in the community.  A 
parishioner advised that it was difficult for the elderly residents to attend 
meetings and the Chair responded and confirmed that the JPC would 
continue to support the Library and the Hub.  He went on to say that the 
increase represented an additional 31p per week, per household.   

• A Parishioner went on to suggest that perhaps the £25,000 which had been 
earmarked for the Hub could be proportionately allocated to all of the social 
organisations in Henley and not just one.  He said that all of the social 
organisations are run by volunteers, why was it necessary to pay a youth 
leader for the Hub.  Cllr Crathorne responded and said that the Hub is run by 
the Trust. 

• A Parishioner aid that it was important to understand the needs of the young 
and the elderly and he had been a resident in Henley for over 50 years and 
the Sports and Social Club was a disgrace.  Cllr Crathorne responded and 
said that the Club remained an issue of concern. 

• See Full Report attached to these minutes. 
 
REPORT BY NORMAN KENCH, HIGH BAILIFF, COURT LEET 
The High Bailiff reported: 

• It had been a particularly busy year for The Court.  The children from the 
primary schools in Henley had attended a flag raising ceremony, with the 
support of the Court and the JPC to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday.  The 
Town Crier and High Bailiff read proclamations to the Queen.  The Deputy 
Lieutenant and Steward to the Court responded on behalf of her Majesty.  
However, the main highlight was the singing of the children of the two primary 
schools. 

• The Civic Service was also held at St John’s on 15th May which was a joint 
service with a reception in the Guild Hall afterwards, funded by both the Court 
and the JPC. 

• Court Leet Day and Artisans Market were held during the first weekend in 
June and the Court carried out many of the traditional assizes. 

• The Court was also involved in carrying out several opening ceremonies for 
new businesses in the Town, including Henley bakery, the Blue Bell, Henley 
Treats and the re-opening of the Myton Hospital Shop. 

• The Court held a Christmas Bazaar in the Guild Hall and Gardens which 
followed the switch on of the Christmas Lights.  There was also a surprise 
visit by Father Christmas who has promised to return this year. 

• The Arts for All week was organised by Laurence Marshall – Constable for 
the Court Leet and ran for a week with many and varied events in the Guild 
Hall and Gardens and raising money for the Guild Hall Trust.  This may 
become an annual event depending on the feedback from the Town. 

• The High Bailiff also reported that he had represented the Court Leet and the 
Town at over 100 venues throughout the year so it had been a busy and 
enjoyable time. 

• The funds raised throughout the year will be mainly used for maintenance of 
the Guild Hall but several local charities have also benefited and hopefully 
this will continue for the remainder of the term of the High Bailiff. 

• Mr Kench thanked all of the people of the Town for their support and would 
welcome comments on other functions that the Court could assist with. 



 

 

• See Full Report attached to these minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REPORT BY THE WAR MEMORIAL TRUST 
Jayne Bridges, the Chair, gave a Report on behalf of the War Memorial Trust: 

• Jayne said that the HWMT was very well managed by both Marijana and 
Duncan Bainbridge and thanked them for all their help and support. 

• Refurbishment of the Memorial Hall kitchen would take place this year and 
would be a much needed asset to the Hall, together with maintenance work to 
the Cloakrooms. 

• A Projector and screen had been purchased by the JPC and installed in the 
Memorial Hall which was used regularly for the successful Rural Cinema.  

• Jayne agreed that there were major problems with the sporting facilities and 
she thanked David Broadbent for his continuing support and help.  She went 
on to say that there had been huge drainage problems with the sports pitches 
and many games had been cancelled, however, work to rectify these issues 
had been carried out and had been mainly covered by insurances.  Jayne 
also thanked Tony Bartlett for all of his help and very generous support.  Cllr 
Crathorne said that the Trust did not know how extensive the problems were 
four years ago when these issues exacerbated. 

• The Tennis Club was financially viable.  However, most clubs wanted to 
operate a pay and play system rather than contributing towards the annual 
maintenance costs. 

• Jayne agreed that the Pavilion was dire and there had been endless meetings 
to encourage support from various clubs but no-one seemed to be willing to 
contribute to improve the situation.  The Trust was looking at ways to 
enhance the area and had been applying for grant funding. 

• Jayne went on to say that members of the Trust gave their time willingly and 
for free, however, many of them also contributed to other organisations and 
were getting on in years.  The recruitment of the younger generation to 
contribute in some way was a continuing problem as no-one seemed to have 
the time any more. 

• The Trustees were looking at how to change the functions on the HWMT and 
were looking at whether the JPC could take over responsibility as many PC’s 
did so in the area. 

• Looking at the bigger picture, there is a continuing concern whether some of 
the social organisations are to remain sustainable in the future. 

• A Parishioner asked whether some of the £25,000 which had been 
earmarked for the Hub could be spent on the sports facilities and asked 
whether someone could be paid to clean the pavilion.  Cllr Broadbent 
responded and confirmed that the Trust Club did pay someone to deep clean 
the pavilion but it soon became dirty again. 

• Cllr Crathorne said that each club was responsible for a portion of the upkeep 
and management of the facilities but it needed to have the support of the 
community also.  The Social Club had closed over 10 years ago with a lot of 
debts, which had all been paid. 

• Jayne said that the issues would not be resolved without help from the 
community.  A Parishioner suggested that the Trust could organise a one off 
‘Fun Cleaning Morning’ involving the community and the children and invest 
in the maintenance and upkeep of the Pavilion.   



 

 

• A Parishioner also said that historically senior footballers had responsibility for 
cleaning the Pavilion after a match.  Jayne said that this should happen in 
theory but it doesn’t at the moment. 

 
 
REPORT BY THE BEAUDESERT & HENLEY IN ARDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
David Jackson, Chair of the NDP Steering Group was away on holiday and his vice 
chairman, Martin Smyt had been called away.  Cllr Leech reported: 

• The NDP was progressing, albeit slowly and there would be a first draft of the 
NDP available for consideration via a consultation for residents later in the 
year.   A consultant had also been employed to look through the Plan.  He 
went on to advise that this would then go forward for scrutiny by SDC. 
 

REPORT BY COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
 
HENLEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY  
Judith Lindley reported: 

• Judith advised that there was a comprehensive copy of the Annual Report is 
available on the web site at www.henleycommunitylibrary.org and is led by 
volunteers. 

• The JPC and Wootton Wawen PC have contributed £9,000 of funding 
towards the Library.  This is hugely appreciated and means that the services 
that the Library provides will be improved.  This will enable the age range and 
skill sets of volunteers, creating a more open and accessible Library, will also 
be improved.  The Library has also extended its opening hours to include a 
Wednesday morning and the new Family History course will have their 
meetings during this time after the Easter break. 

• Better access also means improving the physical conditions of the Library 
with the possibility of enhancing the external (street) appearance which it was 
felt was not very inviting.  There has been a change to the chapel space in 
the Methodist Church, creating an open floor space which means that it is 
more accessible for visitors. 

• Activities in the new space will be increased and there have been visits by 
Little Acorns and St Mary’s Catholic primary school regularly. 

• Partnership events regularly continue with the Methodist Church and Own 
Books. 

• The old space in the Library will also be improved, which will include a de-
clutter, fixing the plaster and paint, replacing notice boards inside and outside 
and the Methodist Church is looking at a more effective heating system.  
Electric bills from November to March had been over £1,000.  A mini-grant 
from the JPC had helped with the cost but the Directors are looking at ways to 
reduce the cost. 

• The Directors are also looking at supporting/inviting community organisations 
in the Town to use the Library as a platform to let people know what they do 
and encourage participation.   

• The Library is in discussions with the new community initiative Forest of 
Hearts whom it is hoped will come and talk about their forest garden scheme 
near to the Stratford Armouries.  People who can’t commit to maintaining an 
allotment could benefit in a time-share scheme for swapping skills.   

• Judith thanked the JPC for their support, together with their volunteer force 
which the Library continues to recruit and welcome.  The Library will welcome 
their first work experience student for a week in July.   



 

 

• The Library’s volunteer co-ordinator, Paule Jones became a Director on 4th 
April and the Library looks forward to more great ideas and new activities and 
events from Paule. 

• Volunteers who have been involved recently are Aileen Chalker, membership 
secretary and Gayle Farr as children’s services co-ordinator. 

• See Full Report attached to these minutes. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
HENLEY IN BLOOM 
Sheila Davis, the Chair of Henley in Bloom reported: 

• The Organisation was run by volunteers and aims to enhance the appearance 
of Henley.    There had been the formation of a new committee in 2016 and 
they will utilise the Henley in Bloom annual plan for the first year of office. 

• Henley in Bloom continue to raise awareness in Henley by contributing to the 
Court Leet tombola, cake stalls and street collections, organising a schools 
competition, judging hanging baskets and encouraging the ‘Adopt a Pot’ 
scheme.  Henley in Bloom also hosted their Annual Dinner and AGM. 

• It is the wish of the new committee to retain as far as possible the community 
element of Henley in Bloom. 

• Henley in Bloom would also like to work in partnership with the JPC in the 
future by attending the Allotment Association meetings and Flower Club 
meetings.  Henley in Bloom also has representatives attending local 
organisation dinners and is a contributor to HNOL. 

• The Henley in Bloom face-book page is HENLEY IN BLOOM and the new 
web site is www.henley-in-bloom@btck.co.uk  

• In 2017 Henley in Bloom plans to continue to enhance the colourful planting 
to the benefit of all of the residents and businesses in Henley.  Plants will 
arrive on 25th May and the colour scheme this year will be pastel shades of 
pink and mauve. 

• Planters will be removed/replaced to maximise their effect and HIB will 
continue and extend the ‘Adopt a Pot’ scheme. 

• Henley in Blooms objectives for the year are to maximise modern 
communication methods where possible, decide on new ways of funding HIB, 
ensuring a sustainable income for the future and investigate ways to sustain 
the watering for 2018 and beyond. 

• Cllr Perry said that he felt the organisation would be a great success and 
would raise the profile of Henley.  He thanked Sheila for her report. 

• A Parishioner said that he was President of Heart of England in Bloom and 
asked why HIB did not enter their annual competition.  Cllr Leech asked if 
there was a cost to enter and it was agreed that it would be approximately 
£200.00. It was agreed that the High Street could just be entered into the 
competition and it does not have to include the whole of the Town and entries 
would be accepted until the end of the month. 

• Sheila said that Ginny Matheou had done most of this kind of organisation 
and it was agreed that this could be an agenda item in the future. 

• See Full Report attached to these minutes. 
 
BEAUDESERT & HENLEY CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMMITTEE 

• Mr Les Goodman introduced himself and said that he was the Chair and 
Treasurer of the Beaudesert & Christmas Lights Committee.   

• Mr Goodman said that 2016 had been a successful year which took a lot of 
hard work and commitment, commencing in November.  He went on to say 
that most residents had attended the switch on and the winners of the 



 

 

competition which had been run in conjunction with the Primary Schools had 
assisted with this task. 

• Mr Goodman said that a Road Closure Order had been obtained; however, 
there had been a number of people who had backed into the 15’ scaffolding 
poles which were damaged as a result. 

• This year will be the 24th year that the Christmas Lights have been installed in 
Henley and it is ten years since the stand alone Committee took over 
responsibility and he thanked all of the volunteers. 

• The lights will be installed in the usual way in 2017 and he thanked the JPC 
for the Grant of £3,500 towards the cost of installation and dismantling the 
Christmas Lights which will be of particular help as some of the cabling and 
lamps will need to be replaced. 

 
THE HUB@ HENLEY 

• Peter Crathorne took the opportunity to thank all of the Trustees and 
volunteers for supporting the Hub. 

• He said that he felt that it was important to keep the services open which the 
Hub provides, particularly for the young people.  He went on to say that over 
3,321 young people had come through the door.  The centre was open from 
9.00 am to 9.00 pm five days a week and there was a 70% occupancy rate.   

• The Hub had also hosted 10 family parties, numerous free community 
meetings and had 20 wonderful volunteers. 

• A Community Centre Manager had recently been employed part time as it 
was important to account for the expenditure of public money and a qualified 
youth leader was essential. 

• Peter thanked the JPC for their support of the Hub as it cost over £50,000 per 
annum to run and organise the facilities, including a club for the elderly and a 
baby club. 

• Peter went on to say that the Hub needed to be sustainable in the future 
 
A Parishioner advised that the Car Park at the Station was due to be re-surfaced 
soon which should provide more car parking spaces in the future. 
 
A Parishioner also asked what the amount of £1,800 was for travel expenses in the 
budget and Cllr Garner responded and said that this amount was for the Clerk 
travelling to and from Henley to attend meetings during the year.  He went on to say 
that it was in accordance with the Local Authority rate and was cheaper than running 
the parish office. 
 
Cllr Leech concluded the Annual Assemblies for Beaudesert Parish and Henley in 
Arden Parish and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 
 
Signed ……………………………………….     
 
 
 
Date  ………………………………………. 
 
 
 
Attendance Lists attached to the minutes. 


